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A MEMORIAL OF KEAN. 


Tuar “ all that is mortal” of the immortal 
Kean reposes in Richmond churchyard is, 
as a matter of course, known to’ every 
reader of the Theatrical Journal; but, com- 
paratively few, are, perhaps, aware of the 
final resting place of the faithful partner of 
his “romance of real life””—of his earlier 
struggles for fame, and of its glorious ac- 
complishment. 

About nine miles.from Portsmouth, on 
the high-road to Petersfield, (Hants.) is the 
secluded and beautiful hamlet of Cathering- 
ton; in the churchyard of which is an 
elegant tomb, bearing the subjoined inscrip- 
tion :— 
“NATIVE OF WATERFORD.” 


“In MEMORY or MARY, 


Reticr of the late Epmunn Kray, who departed this 
Life March 30th, 1849, in, or about, 
the 70th year of her age.” 


‘Flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” 


‘This tomb was erected by her affectionate son, 
Charles John Kean.”’ 


At a short distance from the church is 
“ Keydell,” the “right pleasant” country 
retreat of Charles Kean himself—a little 
earthly Paradise, which 


Gt The log a ppntou ty Trbng the alr” 
might well be excused for envying its for- 
tunate possessor. 

Mr. Charles Kean has some notable 
neighbours —‘‘ Keydell” being ‘‘next door” 
(as a Cockney would say) ‘to the country 
seat of “the brave old Commodore,” Sir 
Charley Napier; and in the next village, 
appropriately énough’named Waterloo Villa, . 





is the “home, sweet home,” of the gallant 
veteran, General Sir Charles Napier. 

By-the-bye, a visit to Catherington would 
gratify an artist in search of a subject. ‘The 
old’ Church is a “study” in itself; it is 
a most interesting specimen of our early 
English arehitecture, and it-is picturesquely 
situated on the summit of a hill, command- 
ing oné of the most extensive and delight- 
ful of land and marine views, embracing a 
great variety of scenery—the rural seclusion 
of villages—upland and vale—the planta- 
tions. that intervene—chureh spires and 
Squires’ seats—with Portsdown Hill, Por- 
chester Castle, Portsmouth Harbour, Spit- 
head, and the Isle of Wight in. the. far 
vista. 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


MARYLEBONE, 

We are much pleased in having to record 
the continued success of this establishment. 
Mr. Fraser makes an indefatigable stage- 
manager, and the whole of the entertain- 
ments are extremely well selected.. We 
perceive that the worthy lessee announces 
his benefit for next. week, when there can 
be..no. doubt.a..crowded house will bear 
testimony to the sense of his merits enter- 
tained by the pnblic. , 

STANDARD. ; 

The new drama of The Seventh Victim ; 
or, the Murder at the Dog aud Duck, has 
been most enthusiastically received, and is 
well worth witnessing on account of the in- 
teresting nature of: the ‘story—the capital 
way in which it is placed upon the ‘stage, 
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and the excellent manner in which the prin- 


cipal characters were sust r. and 
Mrs. Honner perform their original parts 
with consummate skill, and the general 
effect is highly agreeable; Mr, Lyon de- 
serving of especial notice. Madame Whar- 
ton and her troupe continue to attract great 
admiration ;. and Mr. Harwood with his 
celebrated mare, continue to afford unlimited 
satisfaction to the crowded audiences which 
the great attractions of the theatre draw 
together nightly. 
VICTORIA, 

After a short recess, this beautiful theatre 
has re-opened for the new season. During 
its close, many improvements have been 
effected, and a thorough re-decoration has 
been carried out, the result of which, is, that 
the theatre presents an aspect cheerful, 
light, and elegant in the extreme, The 
company remains much the same as previ- 
ously ; but Mr. T. Johnson is now stage- 





manager, a manifest improvement upon 
former arrangements. Miss Vincent is an- 
nounced to re-appear very shortly, and will 
no doubt be warmly welcomed by an au- 
dience which cannot be supposed very readily 


to forget her accomplishments, talent, and | P°** 


beauty. 
VAUXHALL GARDENS. ° 

On Wednesday we paid the Royal Pro- 
perty, as it is called, a visit, and the gradens 
have lost none of its celebrity, as the de- 
corations are new. The Kaleidescope re- 
flectors are magnificent, and may be 
considered as an important addition to the 
illuminative art ; and the variegated lamps 
hang as petals to a fuschia, are excellent 
and elegant, We had some good singing, 
consisting of glees, duets, and songs. The 
ballet is very well got up, and the dancing 
truly artistic, and must have delighted 
Ferpsichore had she wituessed it, The 
last scene was one mass of tinsel and 
gold. The fire-works by Coton are splendid 
—the rockets dischargirig different coloured 
fires, which gontinued changing till they 
egused: universal admiration. At the con- 
slusion of fireworks the band played a 
polka, and the lovers of the light fantastic 
toe trip if slang in the giddy waltz, and 
were whirled along by. the soul-inspiring 


F 








THEATRICALS IN CALIFORNIA. 
San Francisco, June 7th.—It is pleas- 
ing to learn that the tide of success has 
turned in favour of theatricals in this far 
distant country. The patronage awarded 
to the American Theatre has been exceed- 
ingly good: even on the sabbath the house 
presents a crowded aspect. At the theatre 
in qeeeyg, a Mr. Stark sustains the leading 
business. We are told that this gentleman 
plays Hamlet, King Lear, and Richelieu, in 
a manner that has gained for him the most 
extravagant encomiums from the press. 
The “old men” are enacted by Mr. Andere 
son, whilst there are three gentleman en- 
gaged in the comic department. At the 
head of these stands Mr. Chanfrau, whose 
imitations in the Stage-struck Barber, are 
spoken of in the warmest terms. Next in 
this line comes Mr. Seymour, capital in 
Irish characters; and finally there is Mr. 
Barry, who is said to be an invaluable actor. 
Mr. C, E. King does the juvenile parts, and 
Messrs. Wright, Everard, and Harris, are 
deserving of notice as good general actors. 
With regard to the ladies, Miss Albertine is 
the “reigning star,”” who is mentioned as 
essing talents so versatile. We at times 
find her gracefully executing a beautiful 
fancy dance, and being vociferously encored 
for her pains; and anon she is taking the 
audience by surprise by her admirable per- 
sonation of Dot, in the christmas carol. 
Although not so established a favourite as 
the above, Mrs. Woodward, (another mem- 
ber of the company, is equally clever in 
characters of a more weighty description. 
So much for the corpse dramatique at the 
American Theatre ; and it only remains for 
us to say that the pieces produced are of an 
amusing, and occasionally a legitimate na- 
ture. A new theatre is about to be built 
in Marysville; the following are to be the di- 
mensions of the same :—‘ Front on High 
St., 60 feet; depth 110 feet; height of 
walls, 36 feet; height of the interior from 
the pit floor to the convex surface of the 
ceiling, 82 feet; the pit, 48x42; the stage, 
48x30; the rise of stage from front to rear, 
14 inches; the rise of stage from pit floor, 
2 feet 3 inches; width of first and secon 
tier of galleries, 9 feet; front galleries, 1 
feet ; the two saloons, 2 feet, 6x32 each ; 





entrance hall 12 feet wide, The theatre 
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will be surmounted with a hemispherical 
dome, the main base, 15 feet; the base of 
the first section, 12 feet; the section 10 feet. 
‘The whole height from base to the summit 
of the dome, 33 feet.” 





MANAGERIAL PECCADILLOS. 
$ To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, — 

Sir,—That “‘fairplay’s a jewel,” I should 
think no one would come forward to doubt, 
but when that saying is recommended to 
the notide of managers who keep in the 
background actors who are in some chara¢- 
ters greater than the managers themselves, 
and the name of Mr. Phelps, of Sadler’s 
Wells, particularly mentioned, it is to be 
regretted that your correspondent (C. T. 8.) 
could not find one other person within the 
range of theatres to share in the blame im- 
puted to the manager of the above estab- 
lishment ; because, had he looked round 
him with an impartial eye, he might have 
descovered the same failing in the manage- 
ment of almost every theatre, with the ex- 
ception of that under Mr. Charles Kean, 
for there it would be impossible, sifice, as 
C. T. S. very justly observes, “stars” have 
never been engaged who could interfere 
with the leading actor. 

One paper, in particular, no’ doubt did 
compliment Mr. ‘Kean for his generosity in 
‘giving Mr. Belton a “chance,” and if he 
did, where was the generous act, ‘Mr. Kean 
a he could not interfere with him- 
‘self? 

That “some one” did withdraw The 
Cavalier, at Sadler’s Wells, “some time 
ago, even for the reason insinuated,” I will 
not deny ; but I wish to ask C. T. S., were 
he admitted to be the only person as man- 
ager of a theatre that the public had to look 
to for the production of the Legitimate 
Drama, would lie let stich an intellectual 
actor as Mr. George Bennett play a prin- 
‘cipal character if he thought it would inter- 
fere with his‘ applause when next he ‘sus- 
‘tained it’as the barr °f, Sadler’s Wells ? 
No! Then why is Mr. Phelps to be in- 
‘stancéd ‘as ‘One Who deals unfairly, ‘simply 
because he does what others do? 
_PAIRPLAY.. 


-_—- owt eee era m me ae he on 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


W. L. Eaton,~If he: will ‘call. at 10, Granville 
Square, the M.S. shall be left out for him. 





H. H. W.-The ‘subject has been so hackiieyéd 
that we are fearful our readers will be weariéd 
of it, 

W. R.—The M.S. came to hand. . 

W. THomas.— Macclesfield has Our best wishes. 


Acnes S.—The other theatre we should recom- 
mend would be the Cabinet, King’s Cross ; 
the house js very respectable, likewise the 
andience. We should suppose ‘performances 
might take place more frequently at the Soho 
if Amateurs could be found to take ‘the 
characters. 

Mrs. Lewis is thanked for her substription— 
the Journal will be sent regularly. 

B. W. W. shall have our best attention, also that 
of his friend. , 
D. Loongy.—We are sorry we capnot iusert 

his first attempt at present, 

G4mMPAST.—As soom as we have room. 

THE Sporting. Gtnt.—As soon «as possible, 
with thanks, 


NOTICE.—The Autobiography of an Amateur 


in our next. 


The Cheatrical Yournal, 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1Yth, 1852. 
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THE LAW OF COPYRIGHT. 
PREVIOUSLY L the year SS the law of 
copyzight with regard to ic pro- 
fal Was 80 V: and uncertain that it 
rather deserved to be denominated as being 
no law at all, then as having an actual exis- 
tence. We will give two illustrations of 
this, 

When Poole produced his never-to-be- 
forgotten comedy of Paul Pry at the Hay- 
market, the managers at the minor theatres, 
seeing how popular the title speedily became, 
instantly seized upon it. Almost-every little 
establishment had it own version, of ‘t Paul 
Pry,” to the manifest injury of the clever 
gentleman who originated; the idea, and 
whose property the title undoubtedly was, 
in honesty and common sense, although 
common Jaw might then refuse its shield of 
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version of Poole’s original idea, and actually 
played the piece for nigh a hundred nights, 
entirely upon the merits of the title which 
he had so ungenerously filched from the 
hands and pockets of its rightful owner. 
Subsequently Douglass Jerrold produced 
at Covent Garden his well-known play of 
Nell Gwynne, and no sooner was the suc- 
cess of this drama certain, then the same 
dishonest process was repeated by the un- 
scrupulous ballad-mongers of the day. The 
then manager of the Surrey ‘Theatre im- 
mediately offered a literary gentleman, then 





but little known, but now of considerable 
repute as a dramatic author, a very hand- 
some sum of money to write him a two-act 
drama to bear the same name as that of 
Jerrold’s, expressing his opinion that, as the 
cognomen was that of an historial personage, 
it could not be assumed to be a copywright. 
The literary gentleman, however, thought 
differently, and refused the “ job,” remark- 
ing, somewhat bluntly, “that he should as 
soon think of stealing Jerrold’s handker- 
chief as his original copywright title.” - 

Subsequently to the date we have given, 
and thanks to the good exertions of Sir 
Edward Bulwer Lytton, a better state of 
things has come into existence, and a literary 
man may now venture his frail bark upon 
the theatrical ocean without absolutely know- 
ing that as soon as success has shone upon 
it pirates will appear and seize its ‘cargo. 
Nevertheless, even now this discreditable 
system exists, and within the last few days 
we have had a somewhat singular instance 
of it at the Surrey Theatre, where an opera 
has been produced bearing the euphonous 
title of The Devil’s in It, that said title 
being the name of the most popular piece 
ever produced at the Princess’s Theatre, 
where it has been acted, (if we remember 
rightly) nearly one hundred nights. A re- 
ference to our preceding volumes will show 
how the success of this play has been duly 
chronicled, and we view with regret the 
tact that such highly- gifted and respectable 
parties at those now connected with the 
theatre alluded to should have permitted 
such a circumstance to occur. We would 
fain hope that inadvertence may have origi- 
nated the error, and that a due sense of 
justice will be exercised to remedy so 
lamentable a “ mistake.” 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 

This theatre was opened on Saturday, the 
31st ultimo., for the first performance of a 
society of amateurs, taking the name of 
“Tue Capinet CLus;” and it is satisfac- 
tory the gentlemen composing the associa- 
tion should have availed themselves of an 
establishment so suitable for their purpose; 
whether considered in regard to theatrical 
appointments, or to the desire and efforts of 
the management to ensure respectability. 

It is not our intention to write an elabo- 
rate essay on amateur performances, but we 
shall not abstain from offering a few remarks 
on the subject. We consider that parties 
not professional may be associated together 
for dramatic performances with considerable 
advantage. We consider, that by the study 
of sterling dramatic works intellectual im- 
provement on the part of those making the 
study will enevitably ensue. We consider, 
further, that social and friendly intercourse 
must be promoted, and a corresponding 
improvement in manners effected. We 
assume the parties to be of some standing 
in society, intelligent, and to be imbued 
with a wholesome feeling of what they un- 
dertake to perform, If vulgar and unin- 
tellectual people congregate together, vulgar 
and unintellectual results will be the con- 
sequence, whether the scene be the drawing 
room, the ball-room, or the stage on which 
the amateur actor plays his part: whether 
the parties comprising the society be aristo- 
cratic or plebeian. 

Of the proceedings at the Cabinet Theatre 
on the night in question, we can speak in 
unqualified approbation. A more decorous 
or gentlemanly feeling could not have been 
evinced under any circumstances ; whether 
in regard to the amateurs themselves, or in 
respect to their friends assembled to witness 
their efforts to amuse them, The latter 
point we notice particularly, because their 
have been occasions when we have seen the 
audience treat their friends with less cour- 
tesy, than, we conceive to have been their 
due. 

So much by way of general observation. 
We shall now proceed to particulars. That 
it was judicious to select The Game of 











Speculation, the first piece for an amateur 
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performance, may be doubted. The success 
of the piece, intrinsically good as it is, is 
associated in a great degree with a name, 
end any one tak:ng up the principal part 
most likely will, it is most probable, be 
judged by comparison with the original per- 
former, whose name is associated with the 
success of the piece in the principal cha- 
racter. ‘Mr. Affable Hawk” requires, 
also, certain personal characteristics which 
are not possessed by every man. An ease, 
a non-chalance is required, depending rather 
on personal temperament and physical qua- 
lities than, even, on stage experience. We, 
therefore, were pleased with the manner in 
which Mr, Affable Hawk was sustained at 
the Cabinet Theatre. It was cool, without 
being tame; and characterized by an ap- 
pearance which was not offensive, or tinc- 
tured by- vulgarity. The amateur who 
played the part had studied carefully, con- 
ceived it correctly, and earnestly strove to 
carry out his conception. He is deserving 





of great credit. The Sir Harry Lester 
shewed considerable talent, and rendered a 
character not altogether agreeable, pleasant 
by his gentlemanly deportment. Earth- 
worm was very good, but rather too imita- 
tive. Amateurs should not merely strive to 
follow closely in the steps of some one who 
has previously obtained popularity in the 
performance of a part, but should strive to 
give evidence of some originality. Hard- 
core understood what he had to do, and 
did it well—very well. Noble was respect- 
ably serious, but his worn trousers and un- 
dusted boots did not present a respectable 
figure, even for a clerk of £150 per annum; 
that is to say, a stage clerk, which is a 
distinet creation from the actual clerk of 
Mincing Lane, or any other locality in the 
city. Very commendable attention was 
payed to the avoidance of unnecessary de- 
lay between the acts. 

The second piece of the evening was 
The Spitalfield’s Weaver. Brown did not 
learn sufficient of his part to play it. If 
amateurs cannot make themselves perfect, 
they should not attempt to perform. By 
being imperfect, they should bear in mind, 
they not’ only annoy the audience, but do 
injustice to their associates, who may be 
quicker or more pains-taking than them- 
selves, ‘Simmons, the Sir Harry Lester of 








the previous piece, exhibited versatility of 
talent, and ensured approbation. © 

In Bombastes Furioso, with which the 
performances of the evening concluded, Sir 
Harry Lester alias Simmons, as Artoxomi- 
nous, maintained his good character; and 
the Sir Affable Hawk of the first piece, 
made a good Bombastes. Fusbos, by an 
amateur, who had not previously appeared, 
evinced a nice sense of reading burlesque. 

Altogether, the performance was merito- 
rious; and with care, attention, and study, 
the members of the “Cabinet Club” will 
not fail to attain a very respectable station 
among amateur histrionics. 

Among the new decorations we could not 
help remarking the novel idea and good 
effects produced by emblazoning the Royal 
Arms in applique embroidery, in the centre 
of the green curtain. 


AtuEeNzuM Cius.—This being the first 
performance of this society, we suppose’ we 
must look over tlie many faults that oc- 
curred during the evening, and dismiss the 
members with the hope, that in future, they 
pay more time and attention to their respec. 
tive parts. We do not know who the 
perruquier was on the occasion, but the 
“make up” for the elderlies was atrocious, 
We must impress upon these gentlemen the 
necessity of appointing a managing-director 
for the evening, or to select one from among 
themselves, to ¢ontrol each piece. The 
farce of Box and Cox went off tolerably 
well, as also did some parts of All that 
Glitters. Miss Herbert and Miss Fiest 
cannotbe too highly praised for the assistance 
they gave on the occasion; without them, 
we fear, all would have been a chaos, 


Livine MarionettEs.—Mr. Henry Lee 
introduced his attractive entertainment here 
on Monday. We have, in a previous num- 
ber, remarked on its peculiarities, and re- 
commended it to the attention of our 
readers. The little troupe will appear again 
to-morrow (Thursday) evening. _ 


SOHO THEATRE. 

How strange it is, but true it is, pity 
it is true, that those who are the least capa- 
ble of accomplishing great objects, are fre- 
quently the first to attempt them : thus it is 
with amateurs who invariably try the’ rhost 





difficult and arduous characters that our 
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poets have placed upon the stage, a case in 
point occurred at this theatre on Friday 
last, when the tragedy of Macbeth was at- 
tempted ; but first let us explain to our 
readers if the play was not done justice to 
as a performance, that there were individuals 
who were deserving of praise, and that the 
getting up of the tragedy, and the dressing 
of the characters were as a whole good, and 
reflects credit upon the management of the 
Soho Theatre. A Mr. Stanley undertook 
the part of Macbeth, and if we except his 
person and voice, all the other necessary 
requirements to fill up the character may 
be considered a failure; to mention them 
would be tedious, and we are sure not pleas- 
ing to the gentleman or his friends ; but we 
may just remark that his manner is too 
hurried altogether, his action undignified 
and his conception deficient in tragedy. 
He may however, in all probability succeed 
better in comedy. Mr. Lyttleton as Ban- 
quo, succeeded pretty well, and Sh to 
know the business of the stage. Mr. J. W. 
Clarence as Macduff, is asa of notice ; 
he seemed to feel what he uttered, and read 
the part with good emphasis and ‘effect ; ; the 
three witches were passable, but ‘not alto- 
gether correct in the text. Mrs Purdy who 
was the Lady Macbeth, is one of the most 
pleasing and fascinating ‘ladies we Have ¢ pre 
for manya day; her soft silvery tone 
voice and lady-like deportment, unfits her 
for the sullen, subtle, and fiery Lady Mac- 
beth: nevertheless, her conception of the 
part was good, and her acting was marked 
by frequent bursts of passion which was not 
lost upon the audience, as was frequently 
testified by them. We hope tosee this lady 
in comedy, for in that she would no doubt 
excel, After the tragedy, the Honeyinoon 
was played in a manner we have seldom or 
ever seen at an amateur theatre. Mr. 
Lyttleton as the Duke, never played better. 
Mr. Dryden as Jacques, rather over-acted 
the part, but it was cleverly done. Mr. 
Vincent was splendidly dressed for Rolando, 
and got through the character respectably. 
Miss Arnold (a pupil of Mr. Hoskins’s) 
made an admirable Juliana; if we had space 
| d say much in praise of her acting, 
ao ot ie Kate Saxton as Volante and al- 
fot least, in our esteem Miss 
Rolin. as Zamora. This play ought to be 





done again by the same parties, as a credit 
to Mr. Hoskins and the management. 





LARGE AND SMALL THEATRES. 

Drury Lane occasionally is a profitable 
speculation. Not long ago, at the opening 
of that house, Anderson succeeded beyond 
all expectation ; but instead of attributing 
the fact of hhis success to christmas and the 
holiday folks, he seemed to fancy that his 
own individual merit was the cause of the 
triumph. The result was such as might 
have been expected. 

We do not believe that, unless great at- 
traction could be found, Drury Lane would 
flourish. The expenses are enormous; 
and if the company be no better than that 
oft he Surrey, (which it was not last year), it 
is absurd to suppose that people will pay 
double for the same fare. 

The Surrey and the Victoria are perhaps 
the theatres which if well managed, would 
answér the best in London. Why would 
not the latter be elevated to the same stan- 
dard as Sadler’s Wells, which before the 
management of Phelps, was a bear-garden. 
Large houses are an advantage when the 
expenses heed not be enormous; bnt they 
are a great efcumbrance with small re- 
sources, and a rental of more than £2000 a 
year. Some theatres are evidently too small 
for permanent success. 

The Strand and the Queen’s hold so 
little money at moderate prices that if the 
manager does not lose, he ought to. think 
he has done well. For the purposes of the 
poetic drama no stage less than that of the 
Princegs’s is perfectly adequate, and even 
there, there is a difficulty in a few plays 
where georgeous spectacle is required. 
Comedy at the Haymarket, broad farce at 
the Adelphi, and tragedy at the great thea- 
tres generally succeed best. A certain 
character in the performances is of essential 
service to ensure popularity, and when 
completeness can be witnessed in thé acting, 
the scenery &c, it is not often that the pub- 
lie will not patronise. La 
_ The advent of extraordinary histrionic 
genius in any shape—a Siddon’s, a. Kean, 
or one whose powers created great excite- 
ment could alone permanently fill a large 
theatre at high prices, It would-be impos- 
sible to open Drury Larie at a ‘much lower 
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rate of admission than four shillings to the | cipal pieces here the past week. The preseng 
boxes, and two to the pit; but a shilling week is truly a benefit one, at least we trust it 


pit is a stronghold in these days of economy, 
and we confidently assert, that by this alone 
a manager can expect to fill his treasury 
unless genius and novelty of the highest 
order can be provided. Where are we now 
to find such ? 








PROVINCIALS. 

DusBiin.—QvuEENs.—Mr. J. C. Joseph closes 
here in about a fortnight. We understand that 
in the new season he will be joined in partner- 
ship by Mr, Dillon. 

Gosport.—Mr. C, Ewer’s travelling theatre 
has arrived here, and bids fair to have a more 
than average share of success, 

EDINBURGH. — THEATRE ROYAL, — This 
splendid establishment opens for the season on 
September Ist. Messrs. Leslie and Rawlingston 
are the new lessees, the late one being in sport- 
ing phrase *‘ nowhere.” We heartily wish suc- 
cess may attend the new management, 

Dover.—The house continues to be well 
attended, and Mr. W. C. Smith takes most 
praiseworthy pains to afford gratification to his 
patrons, Mrs. Edgar is quite a favourite. 


will be. Boleno engaged the house for Monday 


even’ng, and presented Clurt; Jack the Giant 
Killer, &c,, as his bill of fare. Tuesday, and 
this evening, the Messrs. Marshall, and Mr, 
Terry appeal to their friends. On Thursday, 
Mr. Baker presents his complements to the pub- 
lic with a choice selection of mental refresh- 
ments doled out by a host of talent. Vicar of 
Wakefield ; Othello? Travestie, &c. Some ofour 
ancient “ starring favourites ” will be with us- 
anon. 

bs "rant e — THeatre Royat.— Robert 
Houdin, the Prince of Con) jurors, is now, at our 
Theatre Royal, astonishing his bewildered audi- 
ences by his clever performances; some of his 
tricks are quite mew, and remarkably clever 
His good-humoured face seems to diffuse a com, 
plete halo around and throughout the entire 
house, who testify -their delight by continued 
bursts of applause. 


QueEEN’s THEATRE.—On Saturday last the 
performances commenced with the popular 
drama of the Woodman’s Hut, which was pro- 
duced in a very good style. The Count Conen- 
burg was admirably sustained by Mr. F. B. Egan, 
so also was the character of Moritz, the gar- 
dener, by Mr. Swan, who is quite a favourite, 





LivERPOoL.—CoLosEuM.—This Nonpariel of 
vocal, instrumental, and gymnastic repute is 
gliding alongsmoothly along the current of ap- 
probation, winning “ golden opinions ” from all 
sorts of people, for its indefatigable and liberal 
manager ; at the same time enabling him to pay 
due observance to the XIth commandment :— 
Man, mind thyself, Petit Agnes, and Madlle. 
Christini, the noted danseuses from the London 
theatres, are tripping it on the light fantastic 
with much eclat. The brothers Elliss are re- 
engaged, and will delight their audiences for 
six nights more, This is the last week of the 
brothers Dempey ; ; and to those who have not 
been them, to use a plebian phrase, we say 
8‘ be in tinie.” 

ADELPiL.—We have missed Mr. Montagne 
Smithson, of late, at this house; but heartily 
welcome his re-eppearence at this hoyse again, 

and trust he has cast anchor, for the interests of 
this house could not haye a better pilot. Satur- 
day evening he appeared to advantage as the 
Cardinal, in Richelieu ; he was well supported 
by Messrs. Norman, Montague, and Miss 
Curryer. The Loné Hut of the Heath, and 
Napoleon followed ; hoth pieces went off in good 


and who certainly promises to become a first-rate 
comedian, After the first piece Mr. Hemming 
and Miss Sennett danced the Bonaisclie Polka 
very cleverly, which was followed by the drama 
of The Factory Girl. The character of Martha 
Gibbs, the Factory Girl, being sustained by 
Miss Charlotte Cook, who is a very pleasing 
actress. There is one evil which we should 
much Jike to see remedied, and that is the 
Orchestra, and its arrangements; when the 
theatre was in a far less flourishing state we had 
a band of far greater efficiency than we have 
now that business is better; the music which is 
nightly performed is the same we have heard 
in this theatre for some years, without one ioata 
of variation. This is certainly not in accord. 
ance witb the rest of the arrangements. Is the 
price of music advanced? or is the Exchequor 
so low? ‘The theatre (under the management 
of Mr. Egan) in all other respects, is nearly alb 
we could wish. 

Free Trapg HAtt.—The Marionette’s, from 
the Adelaide Gallery, is expected here on the 
16th, when we anticipate it will meet with as 
much success as it has done in London, 


MAccLEesFIELD.— Lyceum THEATRE.—Suc- 





style, the audience departing briniful with de- 


light ‘and satisfaction at the eyening’s entertain- 


ments. Several interes 
new, are announced for the present week, 


Royal, AMPHITHEATRE.—The Wreck Ashore 


The School of Reform, &c., have been oe prin’ | 


ess ‘still continues to attend Mr. Benson the 
lessee) in his efforts to please and instruct the 


ting dramas, some of them public; he has brought the best working’ come 


pany that has appeared here for somé time 
they have woes the last week ing 
Castle Spectre ; Black Eyed Susan ; and Macbeth, 
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Mr. Benson’s Macbeth was a masterly perfor- 
mance ; he is the best Shakesperian actor we 
have seen for some years in this theatre. He 
was re-called at the conclusion, with Mr, Hast- 
ings, who acted Macduff with great judgment. 
Green Bushes ; the Eton Boy ; and Virginius, was 
ably performed by Mr, Benson, assisted by Mr. 
Hastings and the rest of the company. Friday, 
Merchant of Venice, and Guilderoy. .Mr, S. John- 
son in Jock Muir was the gem of the piece, he 
kept the house in a continuad roar from first to 
last ; he was summoned to the front, at the con- 
clusion, to receive the hearty applause of a 
crowded audience, an honour never conferred 
upon an actor before here. Mr. Abel and his 
celebrated dogs are engaged to appear shortly. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





Eeerton Wiiks’s highly popular farce of 
The Miller of Whetstone is published, we find, 
this week. We will notice it in our next. 

Mr, Winca, so well known in the theatrical 
world as being the late treasurer of the Mary- 
lebone Theatre, applied to the Bankruptcy 
Court, Basingball Street, on Monday, last. When 
the case is finally settled we may probably place 
a brief notice of it before our readers, 

Iv 1s sTATeD that Mr, Charles West, the 
greatly esteemed actor of the Surrey and Mary- 
lebone Theatres is likely to be engaged by Mr, 
Conquest for the autumn season at the Royal 
Grecian, We shall be very glad to find the 
rumour confirmed, for this gentleman would be 
a most valuable addition to the already powerful 
company here. Mr. Charles Rice has become 
an immense favourite, 

Mr, Eprror,— May I ask you to insert the 
following contradiction Sof a report concerning 
myself personally, Iam not, nor, have I been, 
interested in the management of Drury Lane 
Theatre, except as a salaried actor, engaged for 
specified business, and to receive a stipulated 
sum weekly. As astranger here, I feel called 
on to assert this, and if your journal will give it 
publicity it will much oblige, yours, &c., 

McKEAN BUCHANAN, 
33, Mornington Crescent, Hampstead Road. 
August 3rd, 1852. 


Mr. WiGAN.—We understand that Mr. Wigan 
late of the Princess’s, isengaged at the Adelphi. 





STANZAS. 
I stood and gazed on a mountain high, 
"Twas a beautiful summer's day, 
When the sun was glistening from. the sky, 
Painting the earch with a golden ray, 
Which appeared magnificent to view ; 
While all around in splendour grew, 
But the sun went down, and night came on, 


No longer the sun in splendour shone, 
But all is silent, dim, and dark ; 

The day is past—and night's come on— 

Pleasure and beauty both are gone. 


And thus it is with worldly joys— 
Though hope may tint the path of life ; 
Though some may ’scape the jarring noise 
Of malice, envy, war, and strife— 
Yet what appeared at times so fair, 
May change to dark and drear desdair ! 
Joun Hampven. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 
SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho. ‘The above elegant Theatre 
(which-has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5. Mr. Gilbert pre- 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc- 
tion in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the 
use of the. foils and broad sword, the art of 
method of procuring an engagement, and all 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 
absolute practice of acting on the stage; the 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions, Instraction given in the stage 
business of a single character. Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. The office is open every evering 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
information given by CHARLEs G, GILBERT. 


NEW ADDITION—The Rev. Mr. BENNETT 

(late of St. Barnabas), the Magnificent Group 
of the Queens of Henry VIII., with the splen- 
did jewellery, costumes, &c., which has given 
general satisfaction; the Russian Giant, Loush- 
kin, 8 feet 5 inches high. The rooms, the 
largest in Europe, now lighted with gas.—“ One 
of the best sights in the metropolis.”— The 
Times. Open from Eleven in the morning till 
Ten at night. Admittance 1Is.; Napoleon’s 
Room and Chamber of Horrors,6d. BAZAAR, 
Baker Street, Portman Square. 














SUBSCRIPTIONS, , 
Three Months  .......000-se0eereee One Shilling 
Six Months  ...... 0000 seeeteeeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months.......0+..+..+-00+. Four Shillings. 


Published or Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
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No longer its rays those prospects mark ; 
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